
The Story of Jesus
Preparation: Practice flipping the pages of “The Story of Jesus” book so that 
you are very comfortable presenting it. Always hold the bound side of the book 
with your right hand. To reveal only the blank pages, place your thumb at the 
bottom of the cover and flip the pages. To reveal the black and white pages, 
place your thumb at the top of the cover and flip the pages. To reveal the 
colour pages, place your thumb in the middle of the cover and flip the pages.

Presentation: Who likes it when your parents read you stories? (Let children 
respond.) I used to love it, especially when the books were full of pictures. I 
have a book here that says, “The Story of Jesus”. (Show cover of book.)

Maybe you know who Jesus is or you’ve heard of Him, but there are kids who 
know nothing about Jesus. They have never heard about Him. It’s as if what 
they know about the story of Jesus is just an empty book. (Flip through the 
blank pages of the book.) 

Did you know the Bible, God’s Word, talks about this? “Satan, who is the god 
of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are 
unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand 
this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God” (2 
Corinthians 4:4). 

This verse talks about a lot of stuff! The Good News, Jesus Christ, 
God and Satan, the false god of this world. First, let’s talk a little 
about God. God is holy, which means He is perfect–100% good. He 

has always lived and always will live. Did you know that God is the Creator of 
everything? He made the whole universe, the world and everything in it. God 
made you and He loves you. The Bible says that, “God is love” (1 John 4:8). 
God wants you to know Him and have a friendship with Him, but something 
separates you from Him.

The verse says that Satan, which means “God’s adversary” or enemy, 
blinds the minds of those who don’t believe. He doesn’t want you to 
know God, Jesus and the Good News. (Flip through the blank pages 

of the book.) He wants you to do bad things. A word the Bible uses to describe 
the bad things we do is “sin”. It’s not hard to do bad things because you were 
born with the “want to” to sin. Everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23). Let’s say 
you were at a store and took some candy without paying. What would that 
be called? (Let children respond.) Imagine you got caught and you said, “No, I 
didn’t steal this! My friend bought it for me!”. What would that be called? (Let 



children respond.) If you were caught lying and stealing, you would usually be 
punished. God has to punish sin, and that punishment is being separated from 
Him.

Maybe you have never understood what the story of Jesus was about. For 
you, it’s like the verse says—you “don’t understand this message about the 
glory of Christ”. (Flip through the blank pages of the book.)

Well today I can help you understand who Jesus is! God loves you 
and doesn’t want you or anyone else to be separated from Him. So 
He sent His Son, Jesus, to do something very hard, but so special for 

you. Jesus, God the Son, never did anything bad. He knew that one day He 
would be punished for your sins. This was God’s plan for you to be forgiven for 
your sins. When that day came, Jesus obeyed and was punished and killed on 
a cross–the punishment for the worst criminals. On the cross, Jesus gave his 
blood. God accepted what Jesus did for you, and three days later Jesus came 
back to life! (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

Now you’ve heard about who Jesus is and what He did! It changes things for 
you! The story of Jesus isn’t just an empty book anymore. Let’s take a look. 
(Flip through the black and white pages of the book.) 

Wow! This book is now full of pictures telling the story of Jesus’ life! But 
something seems wrong. The pictures are missing colour... Did you know that 
the Bible talks about people who hear about Jesus but decide to reject Him 
or not believe in Him? Many people who even saw Jesus when He lived on 
the earth didn’t want to believe in Him. It’s the same today when people hear 
about Jesus and reject Him. 

Knowing what Jesus did so that your sins can be forgiven puts you in a 
situation where you need to make a very important decision. You can either 
reject what the Bible teaches about Jesus and keep living your life separated 
from God, or you can repent and believe. “Repent of your sins and believe the 
Good News!” Mark 1:15. When we were talking about the different wrong 
things we do, were you able to think of how you’ve sinned? Repenting is 
knowing that what you did was wrong, being willing to admit it and ask for 
forgiveness. Until you repent and believe, you are separated from God and are 
missing something very special that He wants for you. Like this book is missing 
colour. (Flip through the black and white pages of the book.)    



God loves you and wants to forgive you. That’s why He sent Jesus! Listen 
to this promise God has for you: “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved...” Acts 16:31. This is the Good News! If you believe or trust in Jesus, you 
will be saved! Jesus loves you so much He died to take the punishment you 
deserve and came alive again three days later. You can be saved! Saved from 
what? The punishment that you deserve because of your sin; being separated 
from God. 

If you put your trust in Jesus, something very special happens! You 
will be changed! The Bible says, “...Anyone who belongs to Christ has 
become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” 

(2 Corinthians 5:17). You are no longer separated from God. His Holy Spirit 
will be with you always and the way you see things will start to change. (Flip 
through the coloured pages of the book.)

Your life will start to change in the way you act and treat others! You will be 
able to learn more about Jesus as you read the Bible and God’s Holy Spirit will 
help you to obey and to love others like Jesus did! I would love to talk to you 
about what Jesus has done for you and how your new life and friendship with 
God can start today. Maybe today was the first time you’d heard Jesus’ story, 
and today you chose to repent and believe; your life is changed! (Flip through 
the coloured pages of the book.) Maybe you believed a long time ago. Jesus 
wants to help you keep changing to be more like Him.

The story of Jesus is so much more than this book. We can also look at the 
pictures that tell the story of Jesus. If you want, we can even read from the 
Bible the story that goes with each picture.
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The Story of Jesus —adapted 
(for use with preschool-aged children 

or when one child shares the story with another child)
It’s fun to read stories, especially when there are LOTS of pictures!

This book is called “The Story of Jesus”. It makes me think of how there are 
lots of people who have never heard of Jesus. For them “The Story of Jesus” is 
just a big empty book. (Flip through the blank pages of the book.)

Have you ever heard of Jesus? He is God, the Son. God created 
everything! He made you and loves you.

You sin and do bad things like lying or disobeying your mom or dad. 
Sometimes, when you do bad things, you are punished. The big 

punishment you get for sinning is being separated from God because He is 
perfectly good and He can’t have sin or bad things with Him. God doesn’t 
want you to be separated from Him. He LOVES you!

God sent His Son, Jesus, to Earth. Jesus was born as a baby, just like you 
and me. Jesus was special, He never sinned! He never disobeyed His 

parents, He never told a lie, nothing! Because Jesus is God, He is completely 
good. One day Jesus let mean men punish Him in your place. He was punished 
for you so that you don’t have to be separated from God. Jesus died and three 
days later, He came alive again!

Now look at my story of Jesus. (Flip through the black and white pages of the 
book.)

Hmmm, my story of Jesus has pictures of some of the things Jesus did, but it’s 
missing colour. You know, the Bible says we must decide if we want to believe 
in Jesus or not. Before you believe, you can know a little about Jesus, but you 
are missing something very special that God wants for you, like these pictures 
are missing colour. (Flip through the black and white pages of the book.)

The Bible says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved...” (Acts 
16:31). Do you believe in Jesus? Do you believe He died for you and 

came alive again? When you believe, Jesus changes you. He forgives you for 
your sins and you have a friendship with Him. You can really know Him and 
He can really change you and help you do what’s right. Look at my book now! 
(Flip through the coloured pages of the book.)

Let’s look at these pictures that tell the story of Jesus. If you want, we can 
even read from the Bible the stories that go with each picture.


